
Knowledge, skills and understanding

Art KS4
Learning Journey

Top 3 tips for parents and carers during KS4

Your child may need to visit locations out of school time to take 
photographs.

Your child may need to set up still life objects at home to 
photograph.

It would be an advantage for your child to have access to a 
camera outside of lesson time.

What’s your Plan A?
Professional Photographer

Photo Journalist

Branding and Advertising

Online learning during KS4
AQA

Photopea

BBC Bitesize

PPE preparation for KS4
Spend time taking photographs, thinking carefully about camera 

positioning and lighting. Exploring digital editting software such as 

Photoshop of free editting apps on your phone.

Having an understanding of the formal elements, colour, line, texture, 

pattern, shape and tone. Looking at the ways photographers have 

captured these within their photographs.

Study skills for KS4
Being able to gather research, respond to the work of others and 
develop your own ideas. Showing an understanding of SLR cameras, 
and digital editting software.

Students will begin their AQA 
Photography course by gaining an 
insight into camera skills. Exploring 
SLR cameras, lighting techniques and 
compositional tools.

Year 10

Year 11

Students will explore the theme of 
texture, visiting several locations and 
areas to discover the textures within 
everyday objects. Looking at the 
work of photographers that are also 
inspired by texture. 

Introduction to AQA 
assesment objectives, gaining 
insight into the structure 
of the course and the key 
elements of a coursework 
portfolio.

First piece of coursework-
Colour. Students explore 
the work of a range of 
photographers who have been 
influenced by colour.

Year 10

Being able to plan, prepare 
and set up a photoshoot, 
arrange props and lighting.

Learning how to digitally 
enhance your Photographs 
using Photoshop.

Year 10
Learning key editting 
techniques and 
developing confidence 
using the Photoshop 
interface.

Year 11

Year 10

Year 10

Students will set up their own 
still life photoshoots, planning 
and organising props, lighting 
and camera settings.

Year 11

Students will be assessed 
on their digital portfolio, 
this will showcase their 
research, ideas, planning and 
photographs. 

Year 11

January of Year 11, studnets 
receive an externally set task 
from AQA (exam paper) this 
will have a variety of starting 
points for students to select 
from, they will do this with 
the guidance and support of 
their teacher.

Year 10

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201/specification/subject-content/photography
www.photopea.com
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zdymp9q

